Bonefas - Appln. No. 09/739,844 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1-18. (canceled) 



19. (currently amended) A message router for routing a message 
between a server and a protocol gateway and a s e rv e r , the message router 
comprising: 

an authenticator to authenticate that a particular source of a 
message is an authorized user of a messaging network, said authenticator 
authenticating said particular source of said message before said message is 
routed by said message router b e tw ee n a protoco l gat e way and a s e rv e r ; 

a load balancer module to determine a least recently used protocol 
gateway supporting a protocol of said source of said message: and a — databas e 
accQss i b l o by said mossogo routor and adaptod to stor e i nformat i on re l at i ng to 
rout i ng and authent i cat i on of sa i d particu l ar sourc e of sa i d m e ssag e 

routing said message to said determined least recently used 
protocol gateway . 

20. (canceled) 

21. (previously presented) The message router according to 
claim 19, wherein: 

said message router is a least recently used message router. 

22. (previously presented) The message router according to 
claim 19, wherein: 

said message router routes said message to a most specific server 
corresponding to a message key. 
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23. (previously presented) The message router according to 
claim 19, wherein: 

said message router routes said message based on a content of 
said message. 

24. (currently amended) A method of routing a message 
between a server and a protocol gateway and a s e rv e r comprising: 

authenticating that a particular source of a message is an 
authorized user of a messaging network before said message is routed by a 
message router b e tw ee n a protoco l gat e way and a s e rv e r ; 

determining a least recently used protocol gateway supporting 
protocol of said source of said message: and accessing a databas e by sa i d 
mossago routor; and stor i ng i nformation re l ating to rout i ng and auth e nt i cat i on of 
sa i d part i cu l ar s ourc e of said m e ssage 

routing said message to said determined least recently used 
protocol gateway . 

25. (canceled) 

26. (previously presented) The method of routing a message 
according to claim 24, wherein: 

said server is a least recently used message router. 

27. (previously presented) The method of routing a message 
according to claim 24, further comprising: 

routing said message to a most specific server corresponding to a 
message key. 

28. (previously presented) The method of routing a message 
according to claim 24, further comprising: 
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routing said message based on a content of said message. 



29. (currently amended) An apparatus for routing a message 
between a server and a protocol gateway and a s e rver comprising: 

means for authenticating that a particular source of a message is 
an authorized user of a messaging network before said message is routed by a 
message router botwoon a protoco l gateway and a son/or ; 

means for determining a least recentiv used protocol gateway 
supporting protocol of said source of said message: and m e ans for acc e ss i ng a 
databas e by sa i d m e ssage rout e r; and m e ans for stor i ng i nformat i on r el at i ng to 
rout i ng and authent i cat i on of said particu l ar source of sa i d mossago 

means for routing said message to said determined least recentiv 
used protocol gatewav . 

30. (canceled) 

31 . (previously presented) The apparatus for routing a message 
according to claim 29, wherein: 

said server is a least recently used message router. 

32. (previously presented) The apparatus for routing a message 
according to claim 29, further comprising: 

means for routing said message to a most specific server 
corresponding to a message key. 

33. (previously presented) The apparatus for routing a message 
according to claim 29, further comprising: 

means for routing said message based on a content of said 

message. 

34-41. (canceled) 
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